Estonian Roundtable for Development Cooperation

1) Success and problems in advocacy and policy dialogue of the Platform/country during 2005

The Estonian Roundtable for Development Cooperation (AKÜ) convened in 2002 following a common interest of NGOs to create a dialogue with the government on the Estonian Principles of Development Cooperation. The platform also supports the CONCORD lobby-actions by writing to Estonian representatives. 

In 2005 the main issue for the Platform was the first Estonian Strategy Paper for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid (2006-2009). 

Our experience:

· A lack of time to respond to the draft (3 weeks)

· Only a small number of people were involved

· We commented most on the general set-up and the vague wording used in the paper. We saw a lack of concrete strategic priorities and no commitments to clear objectives. 

· In general we felt not very strong to make real recommendations or to argument against certain choices because a lack of background knowledge.

· We asked for a more open and earlier discussion process in the future

At the moment we are waiting for the final approved version of the strategy paper. We know already (informally) that some of our recommendations were accepted. We will continue the dialogue with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to make sure that within this strategic framework clear action plans are made and followed. 

Representatives of AKÜ also sent their comments to MFA about several EU papers, including "Non-state actors and local authorities in development".
The first bigger event („World Day“) concerning development education with aim to raise public awareness was organised in Tallinn in September 2005. The event was financed by MFA and  was also prepared and brought into reality with a very close cooperation between MFA and AKÜ. 

Representatives of AKÜ have been invited to different meetings (where DC issues have been under discussion) with the representatives of foreign institutions and countries. The representatives of MFA (including the minister) have visited several AKÜ seminars, training days, etc. So in that sense we can note with contentment that the communication and relations between AKÜ and MFA are quite good. The III sector is considered to be an important partner also in the eyes of the representatives of other state institutions. 
2) The main issues for advocacy and policy dialogue of the Platform on national and international level in 2006

The policy dialogue on the strategy paper will continue. We will monitor the implementation of this strategy but we also feel we should try to map what Estonia has done in the past and in reality.

In 2006 there will be a national debate on the school curriculum in Estonia. We have to set up a working group to see how we can contribute to the debate and how to lobby for the inclusion of global education into the curriculum.

AKÜ supports the lobby-action of CONCORD for example on the Financial Perspectives.

The Finnish EU Presidency will give us an opportunity to start to address the issue of Policy Coherence for Development in Estonia and in the EU. 

In general we have to start to bring more attention to the MDGs and Estonia’s responsibilities. 

3) The main challenges facing the Platform during 2006 (annual programme) 

 The Estonian Roundtable for Development Cooperation has a new coordinating team since January 2006. Arvo Anton is the new coordinator and gets assistance from Sue Tack who is originally from Belgium. They are both also responsible for the coordination of a three years project funded by the EC to raise awareness of development issues and EU Development Policy in cooperation with Swedish and Finnish NGOs. The kick off will be given in March 2006. This project will benefit the platform and our member organizations. Also media representatives and politicians will be involved.

The challenges in 2006 for our platform are:

· to find and create a good organizational set-up

· to involve new organizations and re-activate old members

· to raise the capacity of the coordinating team (especially involve more facilitators/volunteers)

· to improve our communications (internal and external)

· to successfully organize our second World Day (week)

Though the platform is still an informal network we had our first paid coordinator since June 2005. This was a response to a need felt by our 16 member organizations. The platform became in this way more active with the first World Day in Tallinn as the most important development education event organized. But the platform also went through a more difficult or silent time. The platform was less and less owned by its member organizations. This we feel as an essential quality of a national platform. Therefore in 2006 we are working on a good organizational framework for our platform. On one hand we hope to enlarge our coordinating team to have more activities but we also need to find better ways to involve our members. The idea of working groups exists already for a while but they have never worked effectively in practice. Related to this debate about our organizational set-up we are still sorting out if and how we should formalize our network as an NGO.

The knowledge of development issues is very weak among the general public but also among NGO representatives. Capacity building of NGOs and other facilitators is therefore a priority. It must be taken into account, that currently there is not a single NGO in Estonia, who’s main activities concentrate on development cooperation or –education issues. 

In the same time the DC themes have to become more visible and active in the Estonian society. We hope this year to do a public campaign, most probably in the framework of GCAP to raise the awareness of the general public on development issues. Both the activities and objectives of the platform are very closely related to the activities and objectives of the three years project in cooperation with Swedish and Finnish NGOs.

The GLEN project (Global Education Network) remains continuously a separate priority. In 2005 two persons from Estonia in cooperation with MFA went to republic of South-Africa and Georgia. This year several new projects by GLEN volunteers have been submitted and we will send out four youngsters in 2006. The framework of this project will be improved.

Fair Trade is another priority for the platform. In the framework of a project of our member organization, the Green Movement new activities will be carried out to raise awareness and increase the availability of Fair Trade products.

The biggest event for our Network will be the organization of the second World Day in Tallinn on September 16th. This time we will cooperate with our Estonian Dark Nights Film Festival (PÖFF). The event will also include films and TV-productions on development issues in the weeks before and after the World Day.

